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the light of what should logically happen in military and political affairs with what 
has actually occurred within the past year is worth noting. 

Etjgbne Van Cleef. 

POLAR 

Deutsche Siidpolar-Expedltlon, 1901-1903. Herausgegeben von Erich von 
Drygalski. II. Band: Geographie und Geologic Pp. 619-662. Ills. 
Georg Reimer, Berlin, 1912. 

This seventh part of Vol. II of the official report on the scientific results of 
the German Antarctic Expedition consists of an introduction by the leader of 
the expedition, Erich von Drygalski, containing a most sympathetic necrology 
of his companions, E. Philippi and A. Stehr (who died in 1910 and 1909 respec- 
tively), and of three reports: the first by Philippi on the rocks and terrigenous 
material found in icebergs and the inland ice, the second and third by R. Reinisch 
on the petrography of the Antarctic erratics and the rocks collected in situ by 
the expedition on the Atlantic islands, St. Helena, Ascension, Sao Vicente and 
Sao Miguel. 

The most striking characteristic of these reports is the absolute lack of con- 
sideration for the researches done previously in the same field of work. It is 
hard to understand how it was possible to avoid mentioning the master work 
of A. F. Renard on volcanic islands in a report where simply additional material 
to our knowledge of the rocks of some Atlantic islands is treated. If this omission 
was intended, one would like to know why the previous researches were not 
worthy of mention, or of criticism. 

The same remark holds good for the other report of Reinisch, no mention 
being made of the rocks dredged during the Antarctic cruise of the Challenger 
12° west of the Gauss station, and practically in the same latitude. Anyone 
who is interested in the geology of the Antarctic ought to know the important 
conclusions which, long ago, were drawn by Sir John Murray from the study of 
these erratics, and it would not have been at all out of place to compare the 
Gauss rocks with those of the Challenger. 

In the memoir of Philippi a very complete description is given of the con- 
ditions under which the rocks were embedded in the ice of icebergs, and his work 
is a most valuable glaciological contribution. One can easily understand why 
no mention is made of previous similar observations, his conclusions aiming 
mainly toward the geological knowledge of the unknown Antarctic coasts east 
of the Gauss station. However, here again (p. 627) one has the right to take 
exception to the fact that this "high land" mentioned as situated east of Posa- 
dowski Bay, though evidently Termination Land, discovered long ago by Wilkes, 
is not mentioned as such. 

Finally, in the introduction, von Drygalski, praising highly the sounding 
tube used during the voyage of the Gauss, says (p. viii) that such tubes were 
used for the first time on that vessel. This statement is worse than wrong, be- 
cause such tubes were used on the Belgica in 1898 and 1899 with splendid results 
(bringing, in the case of the last Belgica sounding, deep sea sediment 60 centi- 
meters thick from a depth of 4,800 meters) ; and these tubes were described and 
recommended to von Drygalski before his departure for the Antarctic. It is 
unpleasant for this reviewer to make this criticism; but even if von Drygalski had 
forgotten in 1912 the suggestion made to him in 1900, he should not have ignored 
what was printed in the Memoirs of the Belgian Academy (Memoires couronnes 
. . . collection in 8vo, Vol. 61: Bruxelles, 1901), as well as the small drawing pub- 
lished in the Geographical Journal in 1899 (Vol. 14, p. 80). 

Henryk Abctowski. 

The North Pole and Bradley Land. By Edwin Swift Balch. 91 pp. Chart, 
index. Campion & Co., Philadelphia, 1913. 10J^ x 7. 
The author of this book is well known among geographers as the leading 
American writer and authority on Antarctic topics. Mr. Batch's literary results' 
are always based upon careful study of data and critical use of them. He has,, of 
course, employed his usual method in writing this book; and he has reached the 
conclusion that Dr. Cook's claim to have attained the North Pole has not been 
disproved. 



